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so he had some virtues which have caused the memory of some men in all ages to be celebrated." Though he was a tyrant he was " not a man of blood," and he possessed not only " a wonderful understanding in the natures and humours of men/' but also "a great spirit, an admirable circumspection and sagacity, and a most magnanimous resolution.'*
The Republicans regarded the Protector as a self-seeking apostate. " In all his changes," said Lud-low, " he designed nothing but to advance himself." He sacrificed the public cause " to the idol of his own ambition." All was going well with the State, a political millennium was at hand, " and the nation likely to attain in a short time that measure of happiness which human things are capable of, when by the ambition of one man the hopes and expectations of all good men were disappointed."
Baxter, a Presbyterian, though as convinced an opponent of the Protector as Ludlow, was a more generous critic. According to him, Cromwell was a good man who fell before a great temptation. He
" meant honestly in the main, and was pious and con-scionable in the main course of his life, till prosperity and success corrupted him. Then his general religious zeal gave way to ambition, which, increased as successes increased. When his successes had broken down all considerable opposition then was he in face of his strongest temptations, which conquered him as he had conquered others."
But like Milton's Satan, even after his fall " all his original virtue was not lost." As ruler of England